DEVELOPMENTS IN SECOND-LEVEL STRUCTURES

The Trustee relationship that exists between the Church (diocese, parish or religious
congregation) as the owner of the property and the school is not the only model of trusteeship
in Irish education.

With the introduction of the Free Education Scheme, the government introduced new types of
schools - comprehensive and community schools. Especially where new schools were formed
as a result of an amalgamation, the diocese and religious congregations contributed to the
capital expenses of establishment - especially by providing land. There is a special Deed of Trust
established between the land owner and the government in relation to the use of the buildings.
In other cases, the government purchased the land for the building of the school.

Most of these schools are multi-denominational and in many cases one or more religious
congregations act as Trustees jointly with the local Education and Training Board (ETB).

Community Colleges emerged from the former Technical Colleges which were run by the
Vocational Education Committees (now the ETBs) primarily to train young people for
apprenticeships. These colleges evolved into second level schools that offer the full curriculum.
Further developments included Educate Together and Foras Patrinachta as patron bodies of
second level schools.

In 2011, the Department opened a patronage application process to enable any patron body
apply through a competitive process for patronage of a new school built by the Department.

EVOLUTION OF TRUST STRUCTURES

In the early 2000s, collaborative structures emerged between congregations which resulted in the formation
of new Trusts. These new Trusts undertake the legal, financial and inspirational role of patronage and
trusteeship that had been carried out by individual congregations. This was a significant development in
Catholic education in Ireland, as the Catholic Church and the individual congregations renewed and
reformulated their commitment to Irish education. The new Trusts encompassed a willingness to involve lay
people in the patronage and governance of the schools. This involvement of lay people led to the setting up
of the Association of Trustees of Catholic Schools to support Patrons. This body was eventually incorporated
into the new structure of APTCS.
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