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CATHOLIC EDUCATION TODAY 

Noting that European civil society inhabits the space between the State, the market place, and the family, 

research also suggests that the voluntary independent sector is ideally placed to create partnerships to 

combine the best of these elements. “Person and community are the foundation of the Europe that we, as 

Christians, want and can contribute to building. The bricks of this structure are dialogue, inclusion, solidarity, 

development and peace.”  (Pope Francis, 2017, Educating to Fraternal Humanism).  

Thus, the education in voluntary Catholic schools, such as we have in such large numbers in Ireland north 

and south, will never be simply to further the ends of the State, nor merely to meet the demands of the 

market, rather they will continue to provide a n informed evaluation of all of the gifts inherent in each 

individual to enable their contribution to the Common Good.  

 

Catholic Education is well -placed to contribute to the United Nations’ Education for Sustainable 

Development (ESD) goal. Pope Francis published Educating to Fraternal Humanism  (2017) which deals 

with the Catholic Church's position on global inter -dependence and the common destiny of all peoples 

on Earth. Chapter headings include ‘Humanising Education ’, ‘A Culture of Dialogue ’, ‘Globalizing Hope ’, 

‘For a True Inclusion ’ and ‘Co-operation Networks ’ and  speak to basic commitments in the mission of 

Catholic edu cation.  

Religions and Education: Towards a Global Compact on Education (2019) invites dialogue on how we are 

shaping the future of our planet and the need to employ the talents of all. Religions are called to add their 

voice to the movement for a new education that can redirect the world towards universal solidarity and a 

more welcoming society.  

Across Europe today almost one-third of primary and secondary students are in 

schools under the aegis of the European Committee for Catholic Education 

(CEEC). There are more than 28,000 Catholic schools in Europe, educating over 

8,500,000 pupils.  

Of the 47 member states of the Council of Europe, there are only two countries, 

France and Macedonia, where there is no religious education in State schools. 

In all of the other countries education about religion is seen as an essential 

feature of culture and citizenship, as well as a bulwark against fundamentalist 

and extremist philosophies from whatever quarter they emerge. 

 


