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THE FOUNDATIONS OF TRUSTEESHIP    
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Developments in second-level structures 
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ROLE OF THE TRUSTEE 

 

 

Evolution of Trust Structures 

Role of APTCS 
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Statutory functions of Patrons Source of authority 

Registering as a patron Education Act 1998 (S8)

Requesting recognition of a school Education Act 1998 (S8)

Opening new schools
Private decision or Department of 
Education (DE) process

Closing schools Private and/or DE decision

Amalgamations Articles of Management

Change of status (fee-charging/non fee charging; single sex/co-ed) Articles of Management

Enrolment numbers Private ownership of property

Appointing (or dissolving) a Board of Management
Education Act 1998 (S14 and 16) / 
Articles of Management

Determining the characteristic spirit of the school Education Act 1998 (S15)

Receiving reports from the Board of Management Education Act 1998 (S15)

Overseeing school finances
Articles of Management (Art15) 
and Education Act 1998 (S18)

Appointing Principals and Deputy Principals (with Board of Management) Articles of Management

Engaging with the DE Inspectorate in Whole School Evaluations and other Inspections Education Act 1998 (introduction)

Approving Admission Policies
Education (Admission to Schools) 
Act 2018

Approving Child Protection and Safeguarding Policies Child Protection Act 2015

Approving grant applications Education Act and DE regulations

Approving any alteration to the school property
Education Act and Articles of 
Management

Entering into lease/licence agreements Articles of Management (Art 15)

Ensuring adequate insurance cover and relevant indemnity Articles of Management

Compliance with GDPR GDPR Act 2018

Compliance with Protected Disclosures
Protected Disclosures Act 2014 + 
amendments

Registration and compliance with Charities Regulatory Authority Governance Code Charities Act 2009 + amendments

Registration and compliance with Companies Registration Office (if applicable)
Companies Act 2014 + 
amendments

Registration as a Public Juridic Person (Rome / IEC / Local Bishop) Canon Law

STATUTORY FUNCTIONS OF PATRONS 
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OUR GOALS 2023-2025   
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     GOAL 1 
 Representing Patrons and Trustees of Catholic post-primary schools 
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     GOAL 2 
                   Facilitating, Supporting and Co-ordinating Patron & Trustee Services  
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     GOAL 3 
 Advancing Catholic Education  
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     GOAL 4 
 Securing a long-term relationship for Catholic Patrons and Trustees 

with the State  
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             GOAL 5 
Ensuring the Association operates to the 
highest governance standards 



 

10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Common Good 

Education for Sustainable Development 

CATHOLIC EDUCATION TODAY 

Across Europe today almost one-third of primary and secondary students are in 

schools under the aegis of the European Committee for Catholic Education 

(CEEC). There are more than 28,000 Catholic schools in Europe, educating over 

8,500,000 pupils.  

Of the 47 member states of the Council of Europe, there are only two countries, 

France and Macedonia, where there is no religious education in State schools. 

In all of the other countries education about religion is seen as an essential 

feature of culture and citizenship, as well as a bulwark against fundamentalist 

and extremist philosophies from whatever quarter they emerge. 
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Our Schools 
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